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Theory to Practice: Critical Pedagogy and Composition Studies

I approach the teaching of writing through a critical pedagogy and social justice framework.  My 

experiences with educationally-based organizations for social justice and sustainability, as well as my 

Masters’ work in Education at SFSU, have shown me the potential for social change at the level of 

classroom pedagogy, and for student empowerment as students begin to view their worlds with a critical 

consciousness.  As a public school teacher and substitute, I have seen first-hand how standardized 

curricula, tests, and language arts workbooks with  ‘correct’ answers have politicized public education for 

didactic, rather than critical, ends.  As a postsecondary writing teacher, I hope to move education in a 

more critical direction, and I begin by empowering students to read and write through their diverse and 

personal experiences with language.  To work toward this goal, I base my teaching on culturally 

responsive and diverse curricula, that, although still attentive to the institutional demands of student 

learning outcomes and department objectives, will ultimately reclaim students' education for critical ends.  

My central goals as a teacher are to engage students through critical dialogue of diverse texts; to 

create a student-centered, collaborative environment that emphasizes revision-based writing 

development in small groups and continually involves students in the process of the course; and to 

incorporate metacognitive reflections into the process of all reading and writing tasks to encourage 

personal ownership of their process and transfer of literacy skills beyond the writing classroom.  The 

process of getting to the final portfolio involves four (or more) drafts of all major assignments to 

synthesize a developmental process, based on collaborative interactions guided by peer revision sheets 

designed to scaffold the development of each draft, from ‘idea draft’ to proofreading draft to ‘final’ 

working draft that can be revised further in the last unit for the final portfolio evaluation based on my 

comments.  My final major assignment is an in-class meta-reflection essay on their experiences over the 

semester, where students use their portfolio to cite their own writing as source material, as authoritative 

texts that can show the academic community something about their developing sense of academic 

membership and identity.  My early teaching experience has shown me that the revision and 

metacognitive focus of my pedagogy can be accomplished through such a student-centered, critical 

approach to teaching and learning, namely by using texts from diverse authors to promote genre and 

rhetorical awareness, to help students develop personal writing processes and revision strategies, and to 

give students a sense of control over using different styles and recognizing effective rhetorical choices 

through their peers’ and their own development of personalized academic voices.  

Further, my studies in Critical Race Theory and critical theories of education have shaped my 

goals for education even beyond the classroom.  Through teaching, collaborating with fellow faculty and 
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scholars in the field, and involving my students in inquiry projects of their own choosing, I aspire to 

change the face and voice of composition studies so that it more deeply reflects the diversity of our 

classrooms and campuses, and I sincerely hope that such efforts will keep students from linguistically and 

culturally diverse backgrounds in our classrooms and on our campuses.  The ongoing motivation of my 

teaching and research emphasis on diverse language is to continue the conversation started by the 

CCCC in 1974, with the ‘Students Right to Their Own Language’ Resolution, and broaden that debate to 

a discussion of the benefits of diversity for all students, faculty, and composition culture as a whole; 

better yet, the benefits for the sometimes elitist ideologies of the Humanities at large.  Further 

integrating teaching and research, I hope to study the effectiveness of incorporating diverse discourses 

into the curriculum to engage students, to make them critical thinkers about the systems of power and 

privilege surrounding them in academia, and to feel empowered with this knowledge to have a positive 

impact for social justice in their academic studies.  As a white male educator, I believe mainstream white 

students have as much, if not more, to gain from this dialogue as students whose marginal experiences 

are affirmed by it, simply to honor the complexity of language and the human experience and to write 

about it, so they can enter the conversation with a sense of belonging no matter where they come from.  

In the context of such a culture of critical inquiry and collaboration, my philosophy is aimed at advancing 

theory in the spirit of improving practice, learning from my students as they learn from me, and helping 

them to become agents of change in the university through their empowered literacy practices, through 

their newly developing critical literary agency. 


